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In the United States, most state registration boards require a degree from an accredited professional degree program as a prerequisite for
licensure. The National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), which is the sole agency authorized to accredit U.S. professional degree
programs in architecture, recognizes three types of degrees: the Bachelor of Architecture, the Master of Architecture, and the Doctor of
Architecture. A program may be granted a six-year, three-year, or two-year term of accreditation, depending on the extent of its
conformance with established educational standards.

Doctor of Architecture and Master of Architecture degree programs may consist of a pre-professional undergraduate degree and a
professional graduate degree that, when earned sequentially, constitute an accredited professional education. However, the pre-
professional degree is not, by itself, recognized as an accredited degree.

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette School of Architecture and Design offers the following NAAB- accredited degree programs:
M.Arch (pre-professional degree + 45 credits).

Next accreditation visit for the University of Louisiana at Lafayette School of Architecture and Design is 2014.

Admissions

The following criteria are used for evaluation for regular admission: undergraduate overall grade point average of at least a 3.0 (on a 4.0
scale), major grade point average of at least a 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale), portfolio of architectural design work for candidates with previous
architectural education or experience, satisfactory Graduate Record Examination general score, and three letters of recommendation.

Course Requirements
Candidates for the Master of Architecture will be placed in one of three tracks determined by the candidate’s undergraduate degree.

1. Track A is for students with a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies degree or equivalent from an institution with an
accredited (NAAB) professional degree. Undergraduate transcripts will be reviewed to ensure candidates have completed
coursework that meets the NAAB Student Performance Criteria. It may be necessary to complete preparatory coursework to ensure
the Criteria have been completed. Students in track A must complete 45 credit hours as defined below.

2. Track B is for students with a bachelor’s degree in a discipline other than architecture, a degree from a non-accredited (NAAB)
institution or for those who have coursework that does not meet the NAAB Student Performance Criteria. Additional undergraduate
coursework may be required. Students in track B must complete a minimum of 87 credit hours as defined below.

3. Track C is for students with a bachelor’s degree in a discipline related to architecture and from an accredited institution. It may be
necessary for students to take preparatory or undergraduate coursework to meet specific course prerequisites to ensure the Student
Performance Criteria have been completed. Students in track C must complete a minimum of 72 credit hours as defined below.

Track B and track C students will be required to submit a portfolio of work after the completion of ARCH 405G

The Master of Architecture has a thesis or non-thesis option. Thesis’ option students must submit a Thesis Proposal to the Graduate
Coordinator for approval prior to the regular semester before enrolling in ARCH 599 Thesis Research and Thesis. The thesis option
requires a creative work or architectural design and a written thesis. The non-thesis Master’s Project option requires the completion of an
architectural design with a written component.

Track A - Completion of Pre-Professional Bachelor of Science in Architectural
Studies

Required Courses

Course Name Credit(s). Term Taken Grade | Gen Ed
ARCH 501 - Advanced Architectural Design 6 Credit(s).
ARCH 521 - Architectural History and Theory 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 532 - Advanced Building Systems 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 502 - Advanced Architectural Design II 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 501

ARCH 530 - Urban Theory 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 560 - Theory in Architecture 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 565 - Architectural Research and Programming 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 540 - Architectural Practice 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 509 - Master’s Project 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 502

or

ARCH 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis 3-9 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 501, ARCH 565
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e ARCH Elective, 3 courses

(to be chosen in consultation with academic advisor)
Total: 45 credits
Track B-Completed Bachelor’s Degree in Another Field
Required Courses
Course Name Credit(s). Term Taken Grade | Gen Ed
ARCH 403G - Principles of Design 6 Credit(s).
ARCH 404G - Principles of Building Components 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 403G
ARCH 534 - Systems of Construction IT 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 405G - Principles of Building Design 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 404G
ARCH 531 - Building Systems 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 409G - Architectural Design V 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 302 or ARCH 405G, PHYS 208
CIVE 335 - Structural Engineering I * 3 Credit(s).
Prereq: MATH 110, MATH 143, or MATH 210 and PHYS 207 both
with a grade of “C” or better
ARCH 410G - Architectural Design VI 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 409G
ARCH 464G - Professional Practice and Contract Documents 3 Credit(s).
CIVE 336 - Structural Engineering II * 3 Credit(s).
Prereq: PHYS 208 and CIVE 335 with a grade of “C” or better.
ARCH 501 - Advanced Architectural Design 6 Credit(s).
ARCH 521 - Architectural History and Theory 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 532 - Advanced Building Systems 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 502 - Advanced Architectural Design IT 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 501
ARCH 530 - Urban Theory 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 560 - Theory in Architecture 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 565 - Architectural Research and Programming 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 540 - Architectural Practice 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 509 - Master’s Project 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 502
or
ARCH 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis 3-9 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 501, ARCH 565
e ARCH Elective, 3 courses

(to be chosen in consultation with academic advisor)
NOTE
*Undergraduate preparatory course - does not count toward graduate degree.
Total: 87 graduate and 6 undergraduate credits
Track C-Completed Bachelor’s Degree in Related Field
Required Courses
Course Name Credit(s). Term Taken Grade | Gen Ed
ARCH 405G - Principles of Building Design 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 404G
CIVE 335 - Structural Engineering I 3 Credit(s).
Prereq: MATH 110, MATH 143, or MATH 210 and PHYS 207 both
with a grade of “C” or better
ARCH 409G - Architectural Design V 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 302 or ARCH 405G, PHYS 208
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Prereq: ARCH 502

ARCH 410G - Architectural Design VI 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 409G

ARCH 464G - Professional Practice and Contract Documents 3 Credit(s).
CIVE 336 - Structural Engineering II * 3 Credit(s).
Prereq: PHYS 208 and CIVE 335 with a grade of “C” or better.

ARCH 501 - Advanced Architectural Design 6 Credit(s).
ARCH 502 - Advanced Architectural Design II 6 Credit(s).
Prereq: ARCH 501

ARCH 521 - Architectural History and Theory 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 532 - Advanced Building Systems 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 560 - Theory in Architecture 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 530 - Urban Theory 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 565 - Architectural Research and Programming 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 540 - Architectural Practice 3 Credit(s).
ARCH 509 - Master’s Project 6 Credit(s).

or

ARCH 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis
Prereq: ARCH 501, ARCH 565

3-9 Credit(s).

e ARCH Elective, 4 courses
(to be chosen in consultation with academic advisor)

NOTE

*Undergraduate predatory course - does not count toward graduate degree.

Total: 72 graduate and 6 undergraduate credits

Notes:
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